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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  : 

Malcolm  Allan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  31st  August,  1947) 

R.  M.  Campbell,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Commenced  1st 

September,  1947). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

H.  E.  T.  Lowbiidge,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Foods,  Cert,  in 
Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works 

(Commenced  1st  March,  1947). 

Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  Lowbridge,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  R.  Humphries,  Cert.  S.I.B.  (Commenced  1st  December,  1947). 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  A.  Richards  (Commenced  20th  October,  1947). 

Clerical  Staff : 

Miss  B.  Banks. 

Miss  M.  Edwards  (Commenced  8th  July,  1947). 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  : 

Miss  M.  McKean,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  R.S.I.  (Resigned 

September,  1947). 

Miss  J.  Craig,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Miss  S.  E.  Marsh,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  T.  Clark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  R.S.I.  (Commenced 

July,  1947). 

Miss  E.  Smith,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  R.S.I.  (Commenced 

June,  1947). 

Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

Dr.  Archibald  Ogg,  Bell  Street  Dispensary,  Wolverhampton. 

District  Medical  Officer  : 

Dr.  T.  M.  Crawford,  Willenhall. 

Public  Vaccinator  : 

Dr.  A.  Byrne-Quinn,  Wolverhampton. 
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TOWN  HALL, 

WILLENHALL, 

STAFFS. 

August ,  1948. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1947. 

The  Annual  Report  is  similar  in  form  to  its  predecessors  of 
recent  years,  being  abridged  to  save  paper.  The  Statistical 
Tables  have  been  collected  as  appendices  at  the  end  of  the  Repoit, 
and  only  such  figures  as  bear  upon  the  nairative  appear  in  the 
body  of  the  Report.  A  report  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
incorporated,  and  the  fuller  information  on  the  work  of  the  sanitary 
inspectors  which  is  thus  supplied  gives  a  better  and  balanced 
general  picture  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  vital  statistics  of  1947  show  that  the  health  of  Willenhall 
during  the  year  was  reasonably  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate  of 
19.7  is  lower  than  the  high  rate  of  223  in  1946.  The  death  rate 
of  10.1  compares  quite  favourably  with  a  level  of  10.7  in  1946. 
The  main  causes  of  death  were  the  degenerative  diseases  of  the 
cardiovascular  system  and  cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  due  to 
tuberculosis  still  remains  high  for  an  infectious  and  therefore 
preventable  disease.  The  infant  mortality  of  47.5  per  thousand 
births  was  a  low  record,  although  higher  than  the  figure  of  41  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  number  of  still-births  has  again  been 
low.  There  was  one  maternal  death. 

The  notification  rates  of  infectious  diseases  were  similar  to 
those  in  the  country  generally. 

The  routine  immunisation  and  reinforcement  of  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  among  school  children,  for  which  your  Council 
was  responsible,  have  again  had  a  satisfactory  response  from 
parents.  The  figures  for  children  under  five  years  of  age,  who 
are  dealt  with  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  of  the  County  Council, 
are  less  pleasing.  Too  many  parents  delay  in  having  their  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria  for  the  first  time  until  they  are  at 
school.  More  infants  should  be  immunised  from  the  age  of  eight 
months  and  upwards. 
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The  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  paits  of  South  Staffordshire 
caused  anxiety  locally  and  increased  the  woik  of  the  department 
heavily  in  the  summei.  Much  assistance  was  given  by  the  staff 
of  other  departments  of  your  Council,  and  by  the  staff  of  the 
County  Council  in  the  area.  Only  one  case  of  smallpox  developed 
in  the  district. 

It  was  envisaged  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  Council 
would  commence  observations  on  atmospheiic  pollution  during 
1948.  The  Local  Smoke  Abatement  Advisory  Committee,  which 
was  set  up  in  the  autumn  to  secure  the  interest  and  co-operation 
of  the  local  manufacturers  in  this  subject,  was  well  established  by 
the  end  of  the  year  under  the  guidance  of  the  Chaiiman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  sanitary  inspectors  and  clerical 
staff  will  lead  to  better  organisation  and  improved  results  in  the 
work  of  the  sanitary  department.  During  the  year,  Rodent 
Conti  ol  was  undertaken  by  your  Council,  and  the  systematic 
surveying  and  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  began  after  a  rodent 
officer  and  operative  were  appointed.  Routine  disinfection  for 
certain  diseases  was  discontinued  in  conformity  with  modem 
practice.  The  arrangements  for  disinfestation  against  bed-bugs 
were  being  reviewed  by  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

The  problems  of  unfit  houses  and  overcrowding  aie  still  the 
most  serious  ones  of  the  district.  Adequate  housing  is  one  of  the 
essentials  to  the  physical  and  mental  well-being  of  the  community, 
and  this  district  has  indeed  a  full  legacy  of  “  the  unhealthy,  ugly, 
overcrowded  house  in  the  mean  street,  which  we  all  of  us  know 
so  well.”  It  is  tragic  that  so  many  families  have  to  live  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions  until  the  situation  allows  sufficient 
houses  to  be  built.  As  a  Council  you  have  continued  to  deal 
generously  with  the  housing  needs  of  tuberculous  persons,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  policy  has  a  material  effect  on  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  as  well  as  on  the  comfort  of  affected 
individuals. 

Two  other  items  are  noteworthy  because  of  their  influence  on 
the  future  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  town.  The  Wolverhampton 
Water  Undertaking  was  about  about  to  begin  work  on  the  scheme 
to  augment  the  water  supply,  which  has  been  a  limiting  factor  in 
the  development  of  housing  in  the  district.  A  comprehensive 
report  on  the  sewerage  system  and  sewage  works  by  the  Council’s 
Consultant  Engineer  was  being  prepared  during  the  year. 

The  Ambulance  arrangements  were  reorganised  under  the 
Health  Department. 
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In  closing  this  short  survey  of  the  year’s  activities,  I  would 
thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  consideration  and  support,  and  other 
officers  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for 
their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  CAMPBELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,834 

Population  : 

(a)  1931  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26,195 

(b)  Registrar-General’s  estimates  mid-year  1947  29,880 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,959 

Rateable  Value  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  £118,768 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  1947-48  ...  ...  £461 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Birtlis. 

T  otal. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

574  . . . 

299 

...  215 

Illegitimate 

15  ... 

8 

1 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

589  ... 

307 

...  282 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  : 

19.71. 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

13  ... 

9 

4 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

•  •  • 

T  ot3 1 

jl  v/ 1.  err  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

13  ... 

9 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 

births  :  21.59. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths  ... 

302  ... 

151 

151 

Death  rate  pei  1,000  civilian  population  : 

10.10. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

Total  Puerperal  Deaths 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  births  :  1.66. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  number  of  infant  deaths 
Total  number  of  legitimate 

28  ... 

14 

14 

infants  dying 

28  ... 

14 

14 

Total  number  of  illegitimate 

infants  dying 

— 

— 

•  •  • 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  47.54 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  births  48.78 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  0.00 

Deaths  from  Oancer  (all  ages)  ...  . .  44 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  3 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 


The  total  number  of  live  biiths  registered  was  589  (males 
307,  and  females  282).  Fifteen  of  these  births  were  illegitimate, 
(8  males,  and  7  females). 

The  birth  rate  of  19.71  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population 
shows  a  fall  from  the  rate  of  22.36,  for  the  year  1946  ;  it  is  less 
than  the  rate  of  20.5  for  England  and  Wales  and  also  considerably 
lower  than  the  rate  of  22.2  for  the  148  towns  of  a  comparable  size. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  302,  equally  divided  between 
the  sexes.  The  Registrar-General  has  again  found  it  impossible 
to  supply  the  comparability  factor  which  was  used  to  compare 
death  rates  with  those  of  other  areas.  The  death  rate  of  10. 1C  for 
1947  compares  with  a  rate  of  12.0  for  the  whole  country  and  of 
11.9  for  the  148  smaller  towns  of  comparable  size. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  frequency 
were  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Intracranial  vascular  lesions,  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  Bronchi t’S  and  Pneumonia.  These  six  causes  account  for 
nearly  two-thirds  of  all  the  deaths. 

While  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  are 
the  same  as  in  1946,  six  more  deaths  have  been  due  to  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis.  Deaths  from  pneumonia  have  fallen  by  eight,  and 
these  from  cancer  by  six,  while  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  intia- 
cranial  vascular  lesions  have  increased  by  ten  and  six  respectively . 
There  was  only  one  death  from  road  traffic  accidents. 

Natural  Increase  in  Population. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  287. 

Still-births. 

There  were  13  still-births,  all  of  which  were  legitimate,  (9 
males  and  4  females).  This  gives  a  rate  of  21.59  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  which  is  almost  the  same  as  the  rate  of  22.39 
per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year.  Calculated  as  a  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  civilian  population,  the  still-birth-rate  for  1947  is  0.44  ;  and 
this  figure  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  of  0.50  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  of  0.54  for  the  148  smaller  towns  of  comparable 
size. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Twenty-eight  infants  (14  male  and  14  female)  under  one  year 
of  age  died  in  the  year  under  review.  There  were  no  deaths  among 
illegitimate  infants. 

This  figure  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  from 
all  causes  of  47.5  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  a  rate  of 
41  for  England  and  Wales  and  36  for  the  148  small  towns  of  com¬ 
parable  size.  The  corresponding  rate  for  Willenhall  in  1946  was 
64.1. 

Reference  to  Table  III,  which  presents  a  summary  of  causes 
and  ages  at  death  among  infants  from  local  information,  shows  that 
more  than  half  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life.  The  important  lesson  of  this  Table  however,  is  to  note  the 
importance  of  prematurity  and  pneumonia  as  causes  of  infant 
deaths  and  to  realise  the  extent  to  which  improvements  in  the 
care  of  the  premature  infant  and  in  the  prevention  of  respiratoiy 
infections  in  infancy  would  reduce  the  infantile  mortality  rate. 

^atemaf  Mortality. 

The  single  maternal  death  was  due  to  eclampsia. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Public  Health  Staff. 

A  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  of  your  Council 
and  also  of  officials  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  who  are 
engaged  in  a  whole-time  or  part-time  capacity  in  Willenhall  will 
be  found  at  the  beginning  of  the  report.  There  have  been  several 
changes  during  the  year,  and  the  building  up  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  will  benefit  the  sanitary  administration 
of  the  town. 

During  the  year  your  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Malcolm  Allan, 
resigned  on  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  another 
area. 

Mr.  H.  E.  T.  Lowbridge  was  appointed  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  commenced  duties  on  1st  March,  1947. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Humphries,  commenced  duty  as  an  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  1st  December,  1947. 

During  the  year  a  junior  female  clerk  and  a  male  pupil  Sanitary 
Inspector  joined  the  staff  of  the  Department  in  the  months  of  July 
apd  October,  respectively. 
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Miss  M.  McKean  resigned  her  post  as  a  Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse,  and  retired  on  pension  after  long  service  in  the 
town. 

During  the  year  two  appointments  of  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  were  made  to  restore  this  staff  towards  its  normal 
level. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford  continued  to  deal  with  the 
pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  from  this  area.  Both 
the  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Departments  have  been  of 
assistance  to  the  Health  Department  with  their  advice  and  co¬ 
operation. 

During  the  year  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  was 
taken  over  as  a  constituent  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  Service  which  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

AmPiulance  Facilities. 

During  the  year  1947,  the  town  ambulance  conveyed  1,189 
patients  between  their  homes  and  hospitals,  and  covered  a  mileage 
of  11,295  miles  approximately. 

The  total  number  of  patients  carried  since  the  ambulance  was 
presented  to  the  town  in  1935  has  been  10,638,  and  the  mileage 
covered  to  deal  with  these  cases  has  been  109,881. 

The  ambulance  was  brought  under  the  charge  of  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year.  An  ambulance  station  was  provided 
by  adapting  premises  adjacent  to  the  Public  Library  in  Clemson 
Street,  and  the  number  of  driver-attendants  was  increased  to 
three  to  facilitate  the  provision  of  an  adequate  day  and  night 
service  ;  mutual  aid  arrangements  have  been  made  with  other 
authorities,  and  the  local  Fire  Station  has  kindly  co-operated  in 
receiving  calls  and  messages  for  the  ambulance. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association,  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Arthur  Webster,  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  for  the  following  details  of  the  work  of  the 
nurses  and  midwives  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1948. 

There  are  three  general  nurses  and  six  midwives  employed  by 
the  Association.  The  following  figures  give  some  idea  of  the 
patients  treated  in  the  general  section  : — 
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New  Cases — 
Medical 
Surgical 


312 

199 


Total 


511 


Number  of  Visits  Paid — 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,914 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,484 


Total  ... 


11,398 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Council  provides  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  and  School  Clinics  in  the  area. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Three  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Nurses  Home,  Walsall 
Road,  on  Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon-,  and  on  Friday  afternoon. 

The  attendances  during  1947  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  589 

Total  number  of  consultations...  ...  ...  3,180 

The  number  of  notified  births  (live  and  still)  was  602,  and 
therefore  the  percentage  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  Centre 
was  98%.  In  the  former  years  the  percentage  has  been  1946 — 
83%;  1945—79%;  1944—84%;  and  1943—91%. 

Enfant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  attendances  at  the  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
year  are  summarised  below  : — 


Attendances— 1 947. 

Under  1  year  1 — 5  years. 

1st  Visits.  Re-visits  1st  Visits.  Re-visits  Totals 


Willenhall 

312 

2,509 

1 

1,002 

3,824 

Short  Heath  ... 

102 

1,120 

— 

295 

1,517 

Portobello 

90 

902 

4 

260 

1,256 

Totals  ... 

504 

4,531 

5 

1,557 

6,597 

The  total  attendances  in  1946  were  8,557.  There  was  a  fall 
in  the  total  for  1947  due  to  less  frequent  revisits. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  in  the  area  was  589  and  therefore 
the  percentage  of  infants  under  one  year  who  attended  the  centres 
was  85  per  cent.  The  percentages  for  the  previous  four  years  were 
as  follows  :— 1946— 75 %  ;  1945—80%;  1944—76%  and  1943— 
73%. 
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Representatives  from  the  Local  Food  Offices  attend  each 
Centre  once  weekly  to  issue  welfare  foods — national  dried  milk, 
cod  liver  oil,  and  orange  juice. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  main  water  supply  of  the  district  is  obtained  from  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  and  comes  from 
deep  wells  at  Cosford,  Dimmingsdale  and  Tettenhall.  The  supply 
is  constant.  For  the  year  under  review  the  supply  was  satisfactory 
in  quality.  Quantity,  while  adequate  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
district,  is  deficient  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  where  new 
building  will  develop.  The  first  phase  of  the  scheme  to  improve 
Willenhall’s  water  supply  was  about  to  be  commenced  by  the 
Wolverhampton  Water  Undertaking  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  a  sample  taken  from  the  rising 
main  which  supplies  the  area,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Dr. 
R.  H.  H.  Jolly,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wolverhampton  : — 

Plate  count  reveals  0  organisms  per  c.cm. 

Coli-aerogenes  absent  from  I  tube  out  of  1  of  50  c.cm. 

Coli-aeiogenes  absent  from  5  tubes  out  of  5  of  10  c.cm. 

Coli-aerogenes  absent  from  5  tubes  out  of  5  of  1  c.cm. 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes  organisms  contained  in  100  c.cm. 
of  the  original  water — 0. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
Total  Solids  dried  at  100°  C. 

Appearance 
Nitrite  ... 

Temporary 
Permanent 
Total  ... 

Metals 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ... 

pH  Value 


...  ...  ...  0 .00 1 8 

0.0056 

3.8 

0.125 

at  80o  F.  in  4  hours  0.046 

49 

•  ••  •  •  •  •••  -JL  £nl 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

Absent 

. 10.8 

9.2 

...  20.0 
Absent 
0.12 
7  4 

•  ••  •••  •••  0  •  X 
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The  above  results  show  that  chemically  this  water  is  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  for  use  as  a  public  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  sewers  and  drains  were  being  laid  down  in  association 
with  housing  estates  ;  sewers  at  Wood  Lane  and  Beacon  Colliery 
were  under  construction. 


Sewage.  Disposal  Works. 

During  the  year  the  Council  had  arranged  for  the  advice  of  a 
Consulting  Engineer  on  the  present  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
works,  which  have  been  found  inadequate  for  the  present  needs  of 
the  town.  His  report  was  still  under  preparation  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Swimming  Baths. 

Regular  monthly  analyses  are  taken,  of  which  a  typical 
example  is  shown  : — 


Sample  of  water  from  Public  Swimming  Baths  owned  by 
Willenhall  U.D.C.  (Deep  End)  taken  10-50  a.m.,  27th 
August,  1947,  by  H.  E.  T.  Lowbridge. 


Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  2-12o  F. 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid 
Nitric  Nitrogen  ... 

Chlorine  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80o  F. 


Parts  per  100,000 

. 59.5 

0.1136 

.  0.0440 

0.62 
14  1 

•  •  •  •  •  •  X  -I-  • 

. . .  ...  0.101 


Appearance  ...  ...  Minute  trace  of  suspended  matter 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  ...  ...  ...  None 

pH  Value...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.2 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.23  parts  pei  million 


This  water  is  polluted  but  contains  sufficient  free  chlorine  to 
render  it  safe  for  bathing. 


(Signed)  A.  HOULBROOKE, 

County  Analyst. 


Health  in  Factories. 

The  annual  report  of  work  on  the  administration  of  the 
appropriate  portions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  is  tabulated  in 
the  appendix. 
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SECTION  0. 


HOOSBNa  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  year  1947,  there  were  62  houses  built,  of  which 
62  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  none  by  other  persons. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  five  houses  during  the  year. 
The  stringency  of  the  housing  position  and  the  limited  provision  of 
new  houses  have  restricted  the  representation  of  unfit  houses  as 
well  as  the  rehousing  of  tenants.  The  award  of  a  proportion  of 
houses  by  the  Council  enabled  us  to  rehouse  the  tenants  of  the 
worst  dregs  of  unfit  houses. 

It  was  hoped  that  during  the  next  year  the  Council  would  be 
fully  informed  of  the  position  in  the  area  as  regards  unfit  houses. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

During  the  year  registration  of  premises  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Ice-Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations, 
were  considered  by  the  Health  Committee. 

A  lecture  to  invited  members  of  the  food  trades  in  the  town 
was  held  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  food  and  drink  infections. 

Details  of  work  under  this  section  are  contained  in  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  1947,  there  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  of  any 
infectious  disease  and  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remained 
at  a  satisfactory  level.  The  greater  prevalence  of  measles  com¬ 
pared  with  1946  is  a  normal  biennial  feature  of  the  disease.  One 
case  of  smallpox  fortunately  did  not  give  rise  to  secondary  cases 
among  contacts.  While  diphtheria  caused  no  deaths,  the  incidence 
has  not  declined  as  in  the  country  generally. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Forty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared  with 
51  cases  in  1946.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  form  as  in  recent  years, 
and  no  deaths  occurred. 
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Diphtheria. 

Twenty-one  cases  were  notified  as  diphtheria  compared  with 
19  in  1946,  but  in  13  instances  the  final  diagnosis  revised  the 
notified  disease  giving  a  net  figure  for  incidence  of  8.  The  21  noti¬ 
fied  cases  gives  a  notification  rate  of  0.70  per  1,000  civilian  popu¬ 
lation  as  compared  with  0.13  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.14  for 
the  148  towns  of  comparable  size.  The  net  incidence  of  eight 
cases  is  equivalent  to  an  attack  rate  of  0.27  per  1,000  population. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria.  All  notified  cases  were 
treated  in  hospital.  None  of  the  eight  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria 
had  been  immunised. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  has  been  carried  on  in  Willenhall 
since  November,  1935.  During  the  year  routine  immunisation 
or  the  reinforcement  dose  has  been  offered  to  entrants  in  the 
schools,  and  the  head  teachers  have  helped  greatly  in  securing 
consent  from  the  parents.  One  or  more  visits  are  made  to  the 
schools  each  term.  Children  under  five  years  of  age  are  immunised 
at  the  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  town  under  the  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  County  Council.  Birthday  cards  have  been  sent  to 
infants  on  their  first  birthday  as  a  means  of  publicity,  although 
there  is  now  a  tendency  to  anticipate  this  and  have  immunisation 
done  about  the  age  of  nine  months.  Press  and  Cinema  publicity 
was  used  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Council. 


The  following  figures  show  the  results  for  the  year  1947  : — 


Under  5 — 14 

5  years.  years.  Total 

No.  receiving  full  course  of  immunis¬ 
ation  ...  ...  ...  ...  339  ...  380  ...  719 

No.  receiving  a  reinforcing  injection  —  ...  267  ...  267 


The  estimated  numbers,  and  percentage  of  the  child  population 
at  mid-year,  who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  at  any  time 
up'  to  31st  December,  1947,  are  tabulated  below. 


Estimated  population 

Estimated  number  who  had  completed 
full  course  of  immunisation 

Percentage  immunised 


Under 

5—14 

Total 

5  years 

years 

under  15 

2,980 

...  5,050 

...  8,030 

1,452 

...  3,824 

...  5,276 

48.7% 

...  75.5% 

...  65.7% 
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These  percentages  could  be  raised  with  advantage,  although 
the  immunisation  rate  for  school  children  may  be  high  enough  to 
prevent  spread  of  the  disease.  The  best  age  for  the  first  full  course 
of  immunisation  is  between  eight  and  nine  months,  but  there  is  a 
tendenc}^  to  wait  for  this  protection  until  entry  to  school,  leaving 
the  young  child  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infection.  The  eight 
confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1947  were  all  under  five  years  of 
age. 


Small-pox. 

Two  notifications  of  small-pox  were  received  in  1947  ;  only 
one  case  was  finally  confirmed  as  small-pox.  An  account  of  the 
outbreak  of  small-pox  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  of  Bilston 
and  in  the  neighbouring  areas  of  Coseley  Urban  District,  Willenhall 
Urban  District,  and  Dudley  County  Borough  has  already  been 
published,  and  only  local  features  are  described  here.  The  more 
general  outbreak  however  occasioned  considerable  anxiety  and 
threw  much  work  on  the  staff  of  the  Department  in  supervising 
contacts  and  aiding  in  meeting  the  public  demand  for  vaccination. 

The  first  notification  in  Willenhall  was  received  on  21st  June, 
and  the  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  pending  a  final  diagnosis. 
The  case  was  not  one  of  small-pox.  Some  26  contacts  of  this 
patient  were  vaccinated  and  kept  under  surveillance  in  the  interval. 

The  second  notification  was  received  on  9th  July.  An  un¬ 
vaccinated  woman  of  19  years  took  ill  on  3rd  July,  with  difficulty 
in  swallowing  as  a  prominent  sympton.  A  rash  resembling 
“  measles  ”  developed  on  6th  July.  On  9th  July  when  the  illness 
was  notified  she  was  gravely  ill  with  confluent  small-pox  and  she 
was  removed  to  the  Joint  Small-Pox  Board's  Hospital  at  Bilston, 
which  was  then  opened  for  other  small-pox  cases.  The  patient 
recovered  from  this  severe  confluent  attack. 

There  were  seven  family  contacts  in  the  household,  and  their 
history  of  vaccination  was  highly  favourable  to  the  spread  of  small¬ 
pox  to  a  second  generation.  A  48  year  old  man  had  been  vaccin¬ 
ated  about  30  years  ago  ;  two  women  of  46  and  23  years  of  age 
had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  ;  and  the  other  four  members  of  the 
family  aged  20,  15,  12  and  9  years,  were  not  vaccinated.  These 
close  contacts  were  all  vaccinated  on  the  9th  July  and  kept  under 
supervision  for  twenty-one  days.  Vaccination  was  successful  in 
all  these  instances,  but  one  woman,  who  showed  a  slight  vaccinial 
reaction  on  the  4th  day,  was  re  vaccinated  on  13  th  July.  The  man 
of  49  years  of  age  was  the  only  one  of  these  seven  family  contacts 
who  showed  any  signs  of  illness  while  under  supervision.  He 
developed  a  minor  sickness  on  17th  July,  with  headache.  Such 
an  illness  was  consistent  with  variola  sine  eruptione  or  with  recent 
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vaccination,  but  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  illness  was  a  vaccinial 
reaction.  In  view  of  the  long  exposure  of  these  unvaccinated  or  non- 
i  mmune  close  contacts  before  the  case  came  to  the  notice  of  the  health 
department,  it  is  doubtful  if  one  can  ascribe  tothepromptactiontaken 
a  satisfactory  outcome  which  may  have  been  due  to  good  fortune. 
Seventeen  other  contacts  were  also  vaccinated  on  the  9th  July, 
and  four  more  contacts  were  found  and  vaccinated  on  the  12th  and 
13th  July  ;  of  these  two  groups  only  five  persons  had  been  vaccin¬ 
ated  previously.  The  contacts  were  free  from  illness  while  super¬ 
vised.  Chicken-pox  was  made  notifiable  on  11th  July,  1947,  and 
some  22  persons  were  observed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  notification  as  chicken  pox  or  at  the  request  of  medical  practi¬ 
tioners. 

While  mass  vaccination  was  not  advocated,  there  was  great 
public  demand  for  vaccination  on  the  occurrence  of  this  case  of 
small-pox.  Special  clinics  were  opened  to  assist  the  work  of  the 
public  vaccinator,  and  assistant  medical  officers  of  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  took  part  in  holding  sessions  for  vaccination 
at  the  Clinics.  7,585  persons  were  vaccinated  at  the  two  clinics. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioencephalitis. 

Two  notifications  of  acute  poliomyelitis  and  one  of  acute 
polioencephalitis  were  received  in  the  month  of  October.  One  case 
was  not  confirmed  after  admission  to  hospital,  and  the  remaining 
two  cases  were  mild  and  presented  no  orthopaedic  problem  in  after¬ 
care. 


fieasies. 

Measles  cases  were  409,  with  two  deaths.  The  notification 
rate  of  13.69  was  higher  than  the  general  level  of  9.41  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  9.58  for  the  smaller  towns  of  comparable  size. 
Seventeen  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Since  notification  of 
measles  was  introduced,  there  have  been  biennial  cycles  of  high 
incidence  as  follows  : — 1941,  198  cases  ;  1943,  362  cases  ;  and 
1945,  262  cases. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  cough  was  about  the  level  of  previous  years  with 
68  cases,  of  which  four  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

\ 

Pneumonia. 

The  eighteen  notified  cases  give  a  notification  rate  of  0.60 
compared  with  0.79  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
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Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Six  cases  of  cerebro  spinal  fever  were  notified,  but  three  of 
these  were  subsequently  revised.  Of  the  remaining  three  cases, 
one  died. 

Dysentery. 

Thirty-one  notifications  were  received.  The  illness  was  of 
the  mild  Sonne  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Sixteen  cases  were 
admitted  to  hospital  more  commonly  from  a  variety  of  home 
conditions  than  the  clinical  severity  of  the  illness.  The  outbreak 
in  November,  1947,  was  mainly  confined  to  the  infants  and  staff 
of  one  of  the  day  nurseries,  although  investigations  among  family 
contacts  and  in  the  other  day  nursery  disclosed  some  few  cases 
which  would  not  have  been  noted  without  bacteiiological  tests. 
The  mildness  of  the  symptoms,  amounting  in  many  cases  to  one  or 
two  relaxed  stools,  was  the  most  impressive  clinical  feature. 

Miscellaneous. 

Three  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified.  There  was  one  case 
of  malaria.  One  notification  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  received. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  notifications  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1947,  were  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  153  ...  134 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  39  ...  40 

During  the  year,  35  names  were  removed  from  the  register 
for  the  undermentioned  reasons  :  — 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Forty  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  brought  to  my 
notice  by  notification  or  otherwise.  This  gives  an  attack  rate  of 
1.34  per  1,000  of  population.  There  were  nine  new  non-pulmonary 
cases.  Four  of  the  total  new  cases  of  all  types  were  not  notified 
before  death.  Reference  to  the  table  of  notifications  and  deaths 
from  this  cause  shows  that  there  has  been  no  substantial  variations 
from  the  average  figures  for  the  area.  There  were  27  deaths,  of 
which  20  were  from  the  pulmonary  type,  and  7  from  the  non- 
pulmonary  type.  The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  0.90  per 
1,000  (pulmonary  0.67  and  non-pulmonary  0.23). 

During  the  year,  twelve  families  have  been  rehoused  under  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  overcrowded  tuberculous  families. 

Cancer. 

There  were  44  deaths  from  cancer  in  1947,  giving  a  death  rate 
of  1.47  per  1,000  population. 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TOWN  HALL, 

WILLENHALL, 

STAFFS. 

August,  1948. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

First  let  me  express  my  appreciation  of  the  privilege  of 
writing  this  my  first  annual  report  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
I  would  hurriedly  emphasise  that  I  have  no  feeling  of  self-satis¬ 
faction  at  the  year’s  achievements,  in  fact  I  am  very  conscious  of 
the  major  outstanding  problems  yet  to  be  tackled. 

I  confess  I  am  pleased  within  at  the  understanding,  sympathy, 
courtesy  and  helpfulness  shown  to  me  and  members  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  by  members  of  the  Council  and  officials  of  other  departments. 

Such  encouragement  is  always  stimulating  as  a  change  from 
destructive  criticism  which  it  is  so  easy  to  project  at  the  sometimes 
seemingly  nebulous  functioning  of  a  health  department. 

It  is  always  difficult  and  often  impossible  to  demonstrate 
to  everyone  any  immediate  benefit  to  the  community  which  will 
accrue  from  much  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  I  am 
confident,  however,  that  the  foundations  laid  during  the  year  in 
recruitment  and  training  of  staff,  the  necessary  reorganisation  and 
the  building  up  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  will  bring  results 
which  all  have  a  right  to  expect. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  E.  T.  LOWBRIDGE, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  war  years  many  of  the  houses  already  in  a  deplor¬ 
able  condition  underwent  further  deterioration.  These  houses 
which  were  constructed  in  the  industrial  era  of  the  last  century 
and  without  reference  to  planning  and  design  have  long  since 
served  their  purpose  as  a  protection  against  the  elements  and  for  the 
most  part  they  were  never  capable  of  providing  comfort  for  the 
unfortunate  people  who  have  by  circumstances  been  compelled  to 
inhabit  them.  As  is  to  be  expected,  numerous  complaints  re¬ 
garding  their  defective  condition  are  received  from  the  occupants 
and  efforts  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  secuie  repairs 
to  enable  the  property  to  be  inhabited  until  such  times  as  the 
tenants  can  be  rehoused  and  the  houses  demolished. 

Action  in  the  past  has  been  confined  to  the  making  of  demo¬ 
lition  orders  as  individual  unfit  houses  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936.  The  amount  of  unfit  property  is  still  so 
extensive  that  procedure  by  way  of  Clearance  Areas  rather  than 
by  individual  unfit  houses  is  very  necessary  if  the  problem  is  to  be 
dealt  with  effectively. 

Action,  has  been  confined  to  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to 
secure  repairs,  and  415  intimations  have  been  served.  Statutory 
Notices  have  been  served  upon  109  premises. 

There  are  already  demolition  orders  upon  50  houses  which  are 
still  occupied  and  in  view  of  the  structurally  dangerous  condition 
into  which  some  of  these  houses  have  fallen,  the  Council  were 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  considering  a  recommendation  of  the 
Health  Committee  to  grant  a  percentage  of  all  new  houses  erected 
to  tenants  of  these  structurally  dangerous  houses. 

Resit  and  Mortgage  interest  Restrictions  Ads. 

Only  one  application  was  received  from  an  occupier  for  a 
certificate  of  disrepair  under  this  Act,  and  the  certificate  was 
granted. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures. 

At  various  times  throughout  the  year,  trouble  is  experienced 
with  van  dwellers.  They  are  mostly  of  the  typical  nomad  type 
but  a  wanderer  of  rather  different  stamp  can  frequently  be  found 
inhabiting  a  more  luxurious  vehicle  and  searching  the  district  for 
scrap  metal.  Favourite  locations  for  the  dwellers  are  the  Darlaston 
Lane,  Bilston  Road  and  Stowheath  districts.  Informal  action 
has  usually  been  sufficient  in  most  to  secure  their  removal,  but 
Statutory  Notices  were  required  also  in  seven  instances. 
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Plans  Submitted  for  New  Buildings. 

The  Department  commenced  the  practice  during  the  year  of 
co-operating  with  the  Surveyor’s  Department  in  the  examination 
of  plans  submitted  for  new  buildings  or  for  alteration  or  extension 
to  existing  ones.  This  arrangement  has  much  to  commend  it. 
It  tends  to  prevent  complications  arising  when  new  buildings  of 
a  certain  type  become  occupied  and  therefore  come  under  the 
control  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  the  case  of  premises  where  nuisances  from  smoke  or  noise 
or  both  are  likely  to  arise  it  also  enables  the  Health  Department 
to  make  approach  to  the  persons  submitting  the  plans  and  make 
suggestions  to  prevent  nuisances. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Slaughtering  is  centralised  at  Wolverhampton  Abattoir.  There 
is  however  one  slaughterhouse  in  this  district  where  slaughtering 
of  pigs  is  permitted  for  bacon  curing  purposes.  Cottagers  having 
pigs  for  slaughter  frequently  take  them  to  one  of  the  slaughter 
houses  which  are  of  course  closed  for  slaughtering  generally. 

There  is  a  horse  slaughterhouse  which  is  controlled  by  an 
Annual  licence.  The  horseflesh  is  sold  at  a  shop  in  Birmingham, 
and  the  shop  is  owned  by  the  same  person  owning  the  horse 
slaughterhouse.  A  Knackers  Yard  is  also  licensed  and  is  inspected 
frequently. 

Post  mortem  inspection  of  meat  takes  place  on  slaughter¬ 
ing  days,  and  follows  closely  on  the  lines  as  recommended  in 
Memo.  62/Foods. 

Licences  were  renewed  by  the  owners  for  nine  slaughterhouses. 
These  licences  are  granted  for  a  period  of  one  year  and  are  kept 
good  because  of  the  uncertainty  which  still  exists  as  to  the  future 
of  slaughtering — whether  it  shall  continue  as  at  present,  that  is 
slaughtering  at  a  centralised  depot,  or  revert  to  the  pre-war  method 
of  slaughter  in  private  slaughterhouses. 

Ice-Gream. 

Inspections  of  premises  for  which  applications  were  received 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream  took  place  during  the 
year. 

Deferment  of  registration  for  a  period  of  six  months  of  seven 
premises  was  decided  upon  to  enable  the  applicants  to  obtain  the 
necessary  equipment  and  make  necessary  improvements  to  the 
structure  of  premises. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  came 
into  operation  during  the  year. 
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The  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  type  of  premises  suit¬ 
able  for  registration  and  decided  that  manufacturers  by  the  Hot 
Mix  Process  should  provide  premises  consisting  of  three  rooms  for 
Storage,  Sterilisation  and  Manufacture  respectively.  For  “  Cold 
Mix  ”  accommodation  consisting  of  one  room  providing  it  is  used 
solely  for  Ice-Cream  manufacture  and  is  constructed  to  comply 
with  the  specifications  is  acceptable.  The  use  of  a  domestic 
scullery  for  manufacture  is  not  permitted. 

The  street  vendor  with  the  open  type  of  barrow  is  a  source  of 
some  concern.  Public  opinion  appears  to  be  rising  against  the  open 
unprotected  Ice-Cream  barrows  seen  in  the  streets.  Certainly  from 
hygienic  considerations  they  are  offensive.  Some  enterprising 
vendors  have  provided  acceptable  vehicles  equipped  with  hot  and 
cold  water,  wash-hand  basins  and  glass  screening  to  protect  the 
Ice  Cream  from  contamination.  Such  initiative  is  to  be  encouraged. 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drags. 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  adulteration  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  The 
number  of  samples  taken  and  the  results  of  such  samples  are 
included  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

It  will  be  seen  that  three  samples  of  undesignated  milk  gave 
a  positive  reaction  when  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli. 

The  need  for  heat  treatment  of  milk  to  destroy  the  bacilli 
will  thus  be  apparent  until  the  time  arrives  when  only  herds  free 
from  tuberculosis  are  in  existence  in  this  country. 

This  Council,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  undertake  the  sampling  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 
produced  and  bottled  at  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  Farm 
Institute,  Penkridge.  The  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  asid  fVlilk  Shops. 

There  are  six  cowsheds  in  the  district  containing  118  cows. 
It  will  be  seen  that  milk  production  within  the  district  is  not 
extensive. 

There  is  no  designated  milk  produced.  Most  of  the  milk  sold 
comes  from  surrounding  rural  areas.  There  are  135  persons 
retailing  milk  within  the  district. 

The  number  of  Supplementary  Licences  which  have  been 
issued  during  the  year  to  sell  designated  milks  is  as  follows 
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Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  5 

T.T.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Shops  Acts. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  during  the  year  because  of 
depleted  staff  and  the  urgency  of  work  in  the  Department  to 
give  attention  to  other  than  complaints  in  connection  with  the 
sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts.  One  exemption  certificate 
was  issued  in  the  case  of  one  shop  enabling  the  assistants  to  obtain 
the  use  of  conveniences  at  adjoining  premises. 

Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Heat  or  Heat  Food  Product,  Fish,  Fruit, 
Vegetables,  Willenhall  U.D.C.  Act,  1939= 

Attention  was  turned  during  the  year  to  the  provision  of  this 
Act  which  requires  that  “  persons  ”  and  f<  premises  ”  engaged  in 
the  hawking  of  Meat,  or  Meat  Food  Product,  Fish,  Fruit,  Vegetables 
shall  be  registered.  This  Local  Act  is  useful  in  that  considerable 
nuisance  frequently  arises  in  the  storage  of  commodities  from 
where  the  trade  is  carried  on.  Authority  is  given  to  refuse  registra¬ 
tion  if  premises  satisfactory  to  the  Council  are  not  provided.  The 
Council  insist  and  rightly  so  upon  a  high  standard  of  construction 
for  these  premises. 

SANITARY  ACCOMODATION. 

The  actual  number  of  waste  water  closets  still  in  existence 
in  the  town  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  is  probably  between 
750  and  1,000.  The  abolition  of  these  is  desirable,  and  the  Council 
have  from  time  to  time  given  consideration  to  their  conversion. 
For  a  general  scheme  of  conversion  the  Council  have  powers  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  to  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost 
which  at  the  present  is  between  £20  and  £25  per  conversion. 
Many  of  the  closets  are  situated  in  houses  which  will  be  demolished 
when  the  opportune  time  for  slum  clearance  arrives,  a  considerable 
number  of  them  are  however  in  existence  at  houses  which  have  still 
a  long  life  and  it  is  these  to  which  attention  in  particular  is  being 
paid  at  present. 

During  the  year,  39  conversions  of  waste  water  closets  were 
carried  out.  Some  34  houses  in  the  Wood  Lane  and  Moseley 
Road  districts  are  served  by  cesspools.  The  Council  were  proceed¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  laying  of  a  sewer,  the  completion 
of  which  will  enable  cesspools,  in  many  instances  at  the  present 
giving  rise  to  nuisances,  to  be  abolished. 


22 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


Smoke  in  this  district  from  industry  is  of  considerable  import¬ 
ance,  there  being  over  300  factories,  not  all  guilty  of  course  of 
emitting  smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  A  character¬ 
istic  of  the  district  is  its  number  of  small  factories  built  very  often  at 
the  same  time  as  the  houses  adjoining  them.  They  were  constructed 
at  that  time  for  the  making  of  keys,  but  the  original  use  for  which 
they  were  built  has  in  most  instances  long  since  ceased  and  these 
factories  during  the  war  years  have  become  used  for  industrial 
purposes  for  which  they  were  not  designed.  Nuisances  from  smoke 
and  often  the  accompanying  noise  of  the  industry  do  not  enhance 
the  pleasure  of  living  for  the  people  in  the  nearby  houses. 

The  Health  Committee  decided  in  an  endeavour  to  reduce 
atmospheric  pollution  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  manufacturers, 
and  during  the  year  a  Committee  known  as  the  “  Willenhall 
Smoke  Abatement  Advisory  Committee  ”  was  formed. 

This  Committee  consists  of  some  15  manufacturers  represent¬ 
atives,  the  Chairman  elected  by  the  Committee  is  Councillor  Dr. 
G.  J.  Moore,  who  is  also  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee.  Technical  problems  arising  in  Smoke  Abatement  are 
discussed  and  where  necessary,  recommendations  are  made  to  the 
Health  Committee.  The  advisory  Committee  serves  also  to 
d4sseminate  propaganda  upon  smoke  abatement. 

/ 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  responsibility  for  administering  the  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act  was  formerly  that  of  the  County  Council.  Upon 
the  powers  being  delegated  to  District  Councils  this  Council 
appointed  a  Rodent  Officer  and  an  Operative,  their  work  com¬ 
mencing  in  April.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  under¬ 
taken  during  the  year. 

Sewers  Treatment. 

This  treatment  which  embraced,  all  infested  sewers  in  Willenhall 
was  commenced  in  June,  1947,  and  was  completed  with  interrup¬ 
tions  in  December. 

Of  three  hundred  and  one  manholes  baited,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  were  poisoned,  takes  were  good,  (42  complete,  and  140 
partial).  Although  the  kill  was  not  known  with  certainty,  rat 
bodies  observed  at  the  sewage  works  indicated  the  success  of  the 
treatment.  The  heaviest  infestations  were  near  the  town  centre, 
in  outlying  districts  infestations  were  confined  to  small  compact 
colonies. 
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Private  Dwellings  Scheme. 

The  scheme  commenced  in  October,  and  was  continuing  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  This  involved  a  systematic  survey  of  all 
dwellings.  Against  rats,  poison  is  being  used  in  all  cases  whilst 
against  mice  the  use  of  large  numbers  of  baiting  points  and  “  Blitz  ” 
trapping  are  employed. 
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TABLE  I. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


Willen- 

hall. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

126  C.B’s. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148  Smaller 
Towns  (Resi- 
ident  Pop. 
25000—50000 
at  1931 
Census) . 

London 

Admin. 

County. 

Rates  p 

er  1,000  Civilian  Population  except  * 

where 

rates  per 

1,000  total  population. 

f 

Births — 

Live 

19.71 

20.5* 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

Still  . 

0.44 

0.50* 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

10.1 

12.0* 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  Fevers 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

• — ■ 

Measles 

0.07 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Notifications  — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.20 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

.131 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

2.27 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

Diphtheria 

0.70 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

Erysipelas 

0.10 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Smallpox 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Measles 

13.69 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pneumonia 

0.60 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

Rates  pei 

1,000  Live  Births  .  *  per  1,000  related  births. 

Deaths — 

- 

All  causes  under  1  year 

of  age 

47.5 

41* 

47 

36 

37 

Enteritis  and  Diarr- 

hoea  under  2  years 

of  age 

5.1 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

Rates  per  1,00 

9  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

FT  nfi  fi  r  a  fi  nn  <? - 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

1.21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

6.94 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

— 

0.10 

Abortion  without 

Sepsis 

— 

0.06 

Not  available 

Puerperal  Infections 

— 

0.16 

Other  maternal 

causes 

1.66 

0.85 

A  dash( — )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  cases. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  1947.  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

8 

12 

20 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

«3 

7 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  buceal  cavaity  and  oesophagus  and 
uterus  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

5 

3 

8 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

11 

28 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

10 

20 

30 

Heart  diseases 

31 

22 

53 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

7 

12 

Bronchitis 

17 

8 

25 

Pneumonia 

12 

5 

17 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis 

0 

2 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

5 

7 

Nephritis 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  and  post-abortional  Sepsis 

— 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes 

T— 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

2 

5 

7 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases 

3 

5 

8 

Suicide  ... 

0 

2 

2 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  causes 

17 

21 

38 

All  Causes 

151 

151 

302 

Non-civilian  deaths  are  excluded. 
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TABLE  III 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week. 

1 — 2  weeks. 

2 — 3  weeks. 

3 — 4  weeks. 

Total  deaths 
under  1  month. 

1 — 3  months. 

3—6  months. 

6 — 9  months. 

9 — 12  months. 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year. 

Prematurity 

4 

3 

_____ 

_ 

7 

_ 

, 

_____ 

_ 

7 

Haemorrhage 

3 

1 

- 

— 

4 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

.. 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

1 

_ . 

3 

9 

Icterus  Gravis  Neonatorum 

_ 

.  - 

1 

1 

_ 

___ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

, 

_ 

1 

_ 

. 

______ 

1 

Asthma  ... 

_____ 

_ 

, 

_____ 

1 

_ 

1 

Dehydration 

. 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

• 

, 

_ _ 

_____ 

1 

_ 

1 

___ 

2 

Pyelitis 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

__ 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

6 

1 

2 

16 

5 

1 

3 

3 

28 

27 


TABLE  IV 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1947. 


1 

Age  Groups- 

—years. 

Disease. 

Total 

Under  1.  j 

pH 

CO 

CQ 

1 

CO 

no 

I 

TtH 

o 

pH 

i 

lO 

»o 

rH 

© 

rH 

no 

1 

lO 

pH 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

65  and  over  j 

Scarlet  Fever 

55 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

7 

19 

9 

12 

2 

1 

_ _ 

- 

Diphtheria 

21 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

18 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

2 

2 

Malaria 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

6 

1 

, 

. 

2 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Erysipelas 

3 

— . 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Smallpox 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

^ — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Chicken-pox 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

- — 

— 

4 — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

'  — 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

31 

3 

4 

9 

5 

4 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

. 

.  . 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

— — 

- 

Measles 

409 

22 

30 

69 

70 

48 

156 

9 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

68 

7 

14 

6 

14 

8 

19 

628 

37 

53 

90 

99 

73 

203 

24 

21 

14 

8 

4 

2 

28 


TABLE  V. 

TUBERCULOSES — NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

N< 

Respi 

3n- 

ratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

1 

1  to  5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  15  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  to  25  years 

1 

14 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

2 

25  to  35  years 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

45  to  55  years 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

14 

26 

1 

8 

8 

12 

4 

3 

29 


TABLE  VI 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

m  Willenhail  (including  the  former  Short  Heath  U.D.)  showing 
the  new  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  each  year  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  compulsory  notification. 


YEAR 

NEW  CASES 

) 

DEA 

THS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1912  . 

85 

_ 

19 

1 

1913  . 

87 

24 

22 

13 

1914  . 

66 

22 

21 

13 

1915  . 

55 

11 

13 

12 

1916  . 

65 

13 

23 

11 

1917  . 

71 

18 

28 

6 

1918  . 

56 

8 

44 

4 

1919  . 

29 

6 

20 

7 

1920  . 

29 

6 

14 

4 

1921  . 

24 

— 

24 

2 

1922  . 

55 

15 

34 

7 

1923  . 

45 

12 

30 

9 

1924  . 

19 

5 

27 

5 

1925  . 

67 

14 

25 

10 

1926  . 

71 

11 

24 

5 

1927  . 

25 

12 

25 

4 

1928  . 

39 

12 

17 

3 

1929  . 

40 

9 

34 

3 

1930  . 

42 

3 

29 

3 

1931  . 

36 

5 

27 

1 

1932  . 

36 

3 

16 

6 

1933  . 

41 

11 

26 

4 

1934  . 

45 

5 

14 

5 

1935  . 

33 

9 

25 

5 

1936  . 

47 

5 

14 

3 

1937  . 

44 

8 

25 

6 

1938  . 

45 

8 

22 

6 

1939  . 

30 

7 

20 

3 

1940  . 

40 

5 

24 

3 

1941  . 

40 

9 

25 

9 

1942  . 

38 

7 

23 

— 

1943  . 

49 

12 

18 

3 

1944  . 

42 

10 

19 

3 

1945  . 

30 

4 

25 

— 

1946  . 

35 

9 

20 

1 

1947  . 

40 

9 

20 

7 

Totals  ... 

1,641 

327 

836 

187 

30 


TABLE  VII 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  FROM  1943  TO  1947. 


DISEASE. 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

202 

55 

89 

51 

45 

Diphtheria  ... 

23 

18 

18 

19 

21 

Pneumonia 

52 

35 

40 

21 

18 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

6 

6 

7 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3 

4 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

31 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

—  ■ 

2 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Chicken-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

362 

14 

262 

6 

409 

Whooping  Cough . 

28 

92 

51 

71 

68 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

686 

226 

474 

183 

618 
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GASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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TABLE  iX. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  ROUTINE  VISITS  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

Complaints,  requests  for  visits  of  Inspectors  made  to  the 

Sanitary  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,584 

Primary  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 ,797 

Re-inspections  of  Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  \_  872 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  Premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  of  Fish  Frying  Premises  . ..  ...  ...  12 

Visits  to  Factories  re  emission  of  smoke  ...  ...  ...  25 

Inspections  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Inspections  under  Sanitary  Provision  of  Shops  Act,  1934  ...  1 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Purveyors  Premises  ...  12 

Inspections  of  Ice-cream  Premises  and  other  Food  premises 

under  Sections  13  and  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  57 

Caravans  and  similar  structures  examined  ...  ...  ...  18 

Inspections  of  Premises  where  animals,  fowls,  etc.  are  kept  55 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Visits  to  Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Examination  of  Cottagers’  Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Inspections  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  of  Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  of  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inspections  not  classified  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Willenhall  U.D.C.  Act,  1939,  Registration  of  Hawkers,  and 

Hawkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intimations  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 

Number  of  Intimations  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  317 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  74 
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TABLE  X. 


IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  BY  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 

Defective  Roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Defective  rain  water  pipe  or  eaves  gutter  ...  ...  ...  44 

Defective  sink  or  waste  water  pipe  to  sink  ...  ...  29 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Defective  wall  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Defective  wood  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Defective  quarried  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  pointing  or  brickwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  water  closets  and  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  194 

Defective  windows  or  sash  cords  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Defective  washing  copper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Defective  fire  grate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  or  uneven  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Loose  or  missing  tile  work  to  kitchen  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  water  supply  pipe  or  tap  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dampness  in  exposed  gable  wall  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Obstructed  drain  inlet  gully  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  drain  outlet  ventilator  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  joint  between  soil  pipe  and  drain  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  inspection  chamber  cover  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Missing  cover  to  cellar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Emission  of  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

V  ans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  underground  soft  water  cistern  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  water  in  cellar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  chimney  or  chimney  pot  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Waste  water  closets  converted  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 
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TABLE  XB. 
FOOD. 


Tinned  and  other  Foods. 

During  February  to  December  inclusive,  1947,  440  tins  of 
various  foodstuffs  have  been  destroyed. 

Also  : — 


21  lbs  of  Cheese. 

10  lbs.  of  Oatmeal. 

256  lbs.  of  Sugar. 

73  lbs.  of  Prunes. 

5  lbs.  2  oz.  of  Butter. 

\  lb.  of  Tea. 

30  lbs.  Raisins. 

49|  lbs.  of  Dried  Peaches. 
7  bottles  Red  Plums. 


758  pigs  have  been  examined  and  the  following  meat  and 
offals  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Tuberculosis  .. 


53  heads,  1  liver,  6  lungs,  12  stomachs  and 
intestines. 

2  livers. 

4  lungs. 

30  lbs.  (different  parts  of  carcase). 

2  hocks 
1  udder. 

448  horses  have  been  examined  and  the  following  meat  and 
offals  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


T.  Ech. 
Pneumonia 
Arthritis 
Rheumatism 
Milk  Fever 


Tuberculosis 

Nil. 

T.  Ech. 

79  livers. 

Anthracosis 

3  lungs. 

Cloudy  Swelling 

12  livers. 

Cavernous  Angioma 

2  livers. 

Emphysema 

11  lungs. 

Pneumonia 

15  lungs. 

Cysts  ... 

2  lungs. 

Decomposition 

3  livers. 

Rupture 

2  spleens. 

Dropsical 

1  horse. 

Nephritis 

1  set  kidneys. 

Total  weight  of  meat 

destroyed  during 

1947,  is  1  ton  19  cwts.  67  lbs. 


Odd  items  of  meat  destroyed. 

10  lbs.  of  Beef,  24  lbs.  of  opened  tinned  meat  (Decomposed), 
and  159  lbs.  of  imported  boiled  udder  (unfit  because  of  sourness) 
were  destroyed  following  examination. 
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TABLE  XII. 


fVULK. 

Thirteen  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken.  Two 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  the  other  eleven  passed. 

Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  at  the  Central  School, 
and  submitted  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  with 
the  following  results  : — ■ 

Bacteriological  Examination.  Chemical  Examination.  . 

Satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  Fat  content  satisfactory. 

Failed  the  Phosphatase  Test  ...  Solid  Content  other  than  Fat, 

satisfactory. 


TABLE  Kill. 

ACTION  TAKEN  FOR  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES  AND 

ARTICLES. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  with  Formalin  or  Formaldehyde  59 
Number  of  rooms  disinfected  with  Sulphur  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  rooms  sprayed  with  Insecticide  to  destroy  vermin  36 
Articles  disinfected  (bedding)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Bedding  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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TABLE  XIV. 


SAMPLING  BY  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AUTHORITY  (STAFFORD¬ 
SHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL). 

Particulars  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  in  Willenhall  Urban  District  for  Bacteriological 
and  Biological  Examination. 

Period — 1st  January  to  31st  December,  1947. 


Designation. 

No.  of 
samples 
submitted. 

Cleanliness.  Phosphatase. 

Satis.  Unsatis.  Pass.  Fail. 

Containing- 

Tubercle 

Bacilli. 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 

3  1  —  — 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

1* 

1  —  1 

— 

Pasteurised 

2* 

2  —  2  — 

— 

Sterilised 

...  10* 

10  —  10  — 

— 

Undesignated 

...  40 

31  9  —  — 

3 

(12*  and  1**) 

*  No  biological  test.  **  Guinea  Pig  Died. 

Return  of  Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  the  year  1947,  in  Willenhall. 

No.  of  Samples.  Genuine.  Adulterated. 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  45  ...  42  ...  3 

General  Foods  ...  ...  21  ...  21  ...  — 

During  the  year,  45  Milk  Samples  were  submitted  of  which  3 
were  adulterated  as  follows  : — 

Milk — 5.7%  def.  in  fat 

Milk — 3.3%  def.  in  fat  Same  farm.  No  proceedings  instituted — 

deficiency  due  to  natural  causes. 

Milk,  Certified  T.T.  7%  added  water.  Proceedings  instituted  but 
case  dismissed. 

The  samples  of  General  Foods  were  all  genuine. 
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